The author has studied the worm Dispharynx nasuta from a new host Megalaima asiatica commonly called as Nilkantha basantha in India (Bihar). The results of measurements of the recovered worms show that they are identical to the already known form D. nasuta with slight differences. The differences lie in the ratio of:- 
INTRODUCTION
While working on the helminth fauna of the vertebrates of Bihar, India the author collected from the proventriculus of a female bird the Megalaima asiatica (Latham) commonly known as Nilkantha basantha here at Patna, Bihar, a large number of males and females of a nematode which on study were found to belong to the genus Dispharynx (Acuridae Railliet, Henry et Sisoff, 1912 . The members of this genus are the parasites of the alimentary canal of the birds and show a wide geographical distribution (Africa, U. S. A, Quba, Australia, Ceylon, Formosa, Brazil, Japan, Java, USSR and India). So far the author is aware of 19 species of this genus. Some of them are synonyms. The worms studied show a resemblance with D. nasuta (= D. spiralis) but show slight differences and since their occurence is from Megalaima asiatica (LATHAM) a new host, it was thought worthwhile to make a detailed account of the same.
The birds were cut open and a thourough examination of not only the alimentary canal but also the whole body of the host was made. The parasites recovered were washed thoroughly in water and were fixed in hot 70 % alcohol. Lactophenol was found to be the best clearing agent. No permanent slide was made. be broadened as regards the extent of the cordons and the location of the vulva . No mention, however, has been made to the spicules , caudal papillae in the males, etc. The author agrees with the views of Gupta (1960) and the recent specialists in this group but finds it difficult to ignore the significance of the spicules met with this group specially when, they are visible. The author is of the opinion that certain evolutionary ON DISPHARYNX NASUTA RUDOLPHI, 1819 1966 (Rudolphi, 1819 ) Railliet, Henry et Sisoff, 1912 characters must be taken into consideration for assigning a specific status to a form. The sclerotization, consistancy and non-variability with a slow rate of evolution of the spicules in this group has a remarkeble significance ; hence this must be taken as one of the fundamental digonostic feature of a form.
The worm under reference differs from D. stonae Harwood, 1932; D. emberizae Yamaguti, 1935; D. spiralis Baylis, 1936 , D, pavonis Sanwal, 1952 under whose most valuable guidance this work was conducted, to professor Dr. S. M. Ali, Ma.rathwada University, to Dr. S. Khera University of Jodhpur for constant encouragement and to Dr. K. C. Bose University of Ranchi (Zoology Dept.) for providing the necessary research facility. The author is also thankful to Mrs. Sarojani Narayan for the collection of literature and to the University of Ranchi for bestowing on her a research grant.
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